
LAST WARD



Last Ward follows one man’s journey towards death in a hospital room. 
Surrounded by the sterile mechanisms of modern medicine, the patient  
reflects on his life, relationships and connection to place, as the ritual of doctor  
visits and family calls transform into a surreal landscape of tragedy and humor.  
Beginning with a slow trickle tracked in by a shoe, the space eventually fills 
with soil: spilling out from inside flower pots and cabinets and from underneath 
the bed, a metaphor of impending death. 
 
Last Ward blends dance and theater (featuring 5 monologues in Arabic with 
English subtitles) in a highly-visual evening length performance that tackles the 
universal experience of facing death, and invites audiences to reflect on the 
humanity of an Arab man, a demographic not often seen in the media or on 
stage, as simply human. 
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Amir Nizar Zuabi (Writer/Director) is an award winning theater Writ-
er and Director and Artistic Director of The Walk. He is a former as-
sociate director of the Young Vic (London) and Sundance Theatre 
Lab alumni. Writing and directing credits include The Ravine (Rik-
steren Theatre, Stockholm) I am Yusuf and This is my Brother, In the 
Penal Colony, Alive From Palestine, Oh My Sweet Land (ShiberHur/
Young Vic, London), The Beloved (ShiberHur/Bush Theatre, London) 
Azza (European Premiere-Bozar), West of Us the Sea, Dry Mud (Shiber-
Hur), and Against A Hard Surface (YSDT, Theatre Der Welt, Germany). 
Directing credits includes: Samson and Delilah (Flanders Opera, Ant-
werp) Jidarriya (Edinburgh International Festival, Bouffes du Nord and 
world tour), Lanterns Of The King Of Galilee (Al-Hakawati Theatre), 
Taha (Young Vic), Comedy of Errors (Royal Shakespeare Company).

Samar Haddad King (Choreographer/Composer), Artistic/Founding 
Director of Yaa Samar! Dance Theatre, graduated from the Ailey/Ford-
ham BFA program. Her work has been performed in 13 countries on 4 
continents, with commissions throughout the US and abroad including 
Hubbard Street 2 (Chicago); Palest’In and Out Festival (Paris); Ramal-
lah Contemporary Dance Festival (Ramallah); Good Chance Theatre 
(Marseille) and others. Awards/Fellowships include: Prix des Jeunes 
Créateurs Palestiniens pour la Diversité des Expressions Artistiques (Pal-
est’In & Out Festival, Paris); La Fabrique Chaillot Residency (Chaillot - 
théâtre national de la Danse, Paris); The Center for Ballet and the Arts 
at NYU and Toulmin Creator (CBA/National Sawdust, NYC). Theater 
and musical theater credits include Dead Are My People (Noor The-
atre, NYC), and We Live in Cairo (American Repertory Theater, Boston).
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ARTISTIC TEAM
Writer & Director - Amir Nizar Zuabi

Choreographer & Composer - Samar Haddad King
Rehearsal Director - Zoe Rabinowitz

Production Manager - Devi Penny
Technical Designer - Muaz Jubeh

TOURING INFORMATION
Cast: 8
Touring Company: 12
Duration of work: 65 minutes (no intermission)

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS
Techincal Rider

Lighting Plot
Set Construction

VIDEOS & IMAGES *available up request

Trailer 
Full length*
Additional images* 
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Produced by: Yaa Samar! Dance Theatre

World Premiere
Gibney, New York, May 2022

Arab World Premiere
The Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi

UAE, February 2023

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NwK6I5QE_YOtou2rO28k88af6Ms1Zm5K/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzQNxMnCoRAlSnNSVXAycFM0TFRzelI5NmNZLVlNQ3I5d01j/view?usp=share_link&resourcekey=0-tbx8jySktsQjZdnCa-TbYQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzQNxMnCoRAlZHlQWGNaejdYZUVWWFVHTktvMFdfMk11WVBn/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-q60DM2Ko4COendotwjKjjA
https://vimeo.com/727786949
https://ysdt.org/


ABOUT US
Yaa Samar! Dance Theatre (YSDT) creates invigorating performance and education programs that expand 
access to - and promote understanding through - the arts. Founded in 2005 in New York City, YSDT has a rep-
ertoire of 30+ original works performed across NYC at venues such as Downtown Dance Festival, Gibney, Har-
lem Stage, Joyce SoHo, LaGuardia Performing Arts Center, Tribeca Performing Arts Center, Queens Museum 
and more; regionally; and abroad in 13 countries across four continents, including festivals such as Downtown 
Contemporary Arts Festival (Egypt), Nuit Blanche (Belgium), Ramallah Contemporary Dance Festival (Pales-
tine), SIDance (South Korea), Spring Festival (Tunisia), Theater der Welt, Theaterformen (Germany) and Theater 
Spektakel (Switzerland). Since 2011, the company has worked transnationally between NYC and Palestine, 
and is committed to uniting diverse artists and audiences in the creative process, rooted in the belief that art 

should be liberating, transformative, and accessible to all. For more information, visit: www.ysdt.org.

SUPPORTED BY
The development of Last Ward was supported through creative residencies at: Dance Initiative, Launchpad 
(Carbondale, CO), Baryshnikov Arts Center (NYC), Chaillot - théâtre national de la Danse (Paris), Al-Hakawati, 

Palestinian National Theatre (Jerusalem), Middlebury College (VT) and Jacob’s Pillow (MA).

Financial support is provided by: Arab Fund for Arts and Culture, Covillo/Lynch Family Foundation, MAP Fund, 
National Endowment for the Arts, NYC Department of Cultural Affairs, O’Donnell-Green Music and Dance 
Foundation; and FUSED (French U.S. Exchange in Dance), a program developed by FACE Foundation and the 
Cultural Services of the French Embassy in the United States with the support from the Florence Gould Founda-
tion, Institut français-Paris, the French Ministry of Culture and private donors. Additional support for women art-
ists has been provided by Fondation CHANEL. Last Ward is made possible with funds from the Howard Gilman 

Foundation, administered by Brooklyn Arts Council.

Yaa Samar! Dance Theatre was a 2021 NDP Finalist Grant Award recipient. Support was made possible by the 
New England Foundation for the Arts with funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and the Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation to address continued sustainability needs during COVID-19 and in support of Last Ward.
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“an uncommonly deft combination of 
dance and verbal theater.”

“This work was for those of us who have 
lost someone, which is to say this was for 
all of us.”

“A powerful work, bringing together text, 
dance, and original sound design.”

Brian Seibert, The New York Times

Emilee Lord, Thinking Dance

Marina Da Silva, L’Humanite

2022 AWARD FOR 
NYT CRITIC’S PICK
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Read Full Review

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/06/arts/dance/last-ward-review.html
https://ysdt.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/06/arts/dance/last-ward-review.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/06/arts/dance/last-ward-review.html


THANK
YOU

CONTACT INFORMATION

Samar Haddad King 
samar@ysdt.org

•
Zoe Rabinowitz 
zoe@ysdt.org
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